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overview

A vibrant and visionary place to learn and grow, Kent Place School seeks a Director of the Middle School 
to begin July 1, 2019. Kent Place is an independent, nonsectarian school for girls in grades K–12 with 
a coeducational Preschool that educates and empowers the next generation of female leaders. Kent 
Place demonstrates its commitment to providing lifelong learning experiences for students, faculty, 
and staff, within and beyond the school, through its signature programs, such as Global Learning, The 
Ethics Institute at Kent Place School, the Girls’ Leadership Institute, Economic and Financial Literacy, 
and STEM.

An innovative, integrated curriculum and rigorous coursework are designed to challenge students’ 
minds, a spirited community supports their dreams, and the school’s Honor Code helps them learn, 
work, play, and live with integrity and respect. A talented faculty helps each girl develop a strong 
understanding of herself in an environment that promotes risk-taking and exploration. Students graduate 
with a dedication to academic excellence and become leaders on college campuses, and later, in their 
workplaces and their communities. Graduates succeed in a wide range of fields, from science and 
business to writing and the arts. Many alumnae maintain their bonds with the school, coming back to 
campus for events and to share their experiences in panels and workshops.

The Director of the Middle School is the primary administrator for grades 6–8, a division of 155 girls and 
30 faculty. This position has overall responsibility for curriculum, faculty support and supervision, and 
student and parent programs for the division. He or she reports to the Head of School and is a member 
of the Leadership Team. Support personnel comprise an administrative assistant, the dean of students, 
a school counselor, a learning specialist, a nurse, and grade-level team leaders. Compensation will be 
competitive and commensurate with training and experience.
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Mission
Kent Place is an independent, nonsectarian, college-preparatory day school, which for over 100 
years has provided a superior education for young women who demonstrate strong scholastic 
and creative ability. Our mission is to offer students of diverse backgrounds, in Preschool through 
Grade 12, an academically rigorous curriculum in a caring atmosphere; to encourage them to 
contribute to and find success in this challenging program; to inspire young women to leadership; 
and to strengthen moral awareness. Committed to a liberal arts education that combines tradition 
and innovation, Kent Place provides the stimulus for each student to achieve her full academic, 
physical and creative potential; to love learning; to gain confidence; to live responsibly; to 
develop respect for herself and others in the global community.
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School hiStory

In the spring of 1894, six Summit, New Jersey, businessmen and fathers got together to discuss the 
establishment of a school for girls: Their vision called for it to offer the academic training and intellectual 
pursuits already accessible to boys and young men. That fall, on an estate once belonging to New 
York State Chancellor James Kent, Kent Place School for Girls opened its doors — and ultimately 
altered the course of education for generations of young women. The school prided itself then, as 
it does today, on its outstanding faculty, challenging curriculum, and wide range of cocurricular and 
social activities.

the School

Today, Kent Place is a highly selective college-preparatory school with a strong national reputation 
for providing a 21st-century learning environment through its comprehensive curriculum. The only 
nonsectarian girls day school in New Jersey, Kent Place educates more than 650 students in 
Kindergarten through grade 12, with 155 in the Middle School. A coed Junior Pre-Kindergarten and 
Pre-Kindergarten program is also offered. The school’s 26-acre campus draws families from more 
than 80 communities throughout northern and central New Jersey, and 43 percent of learners are 
students of color.

Kent Place’s 170 faculty and staff members personify the school’s commitment to professional 
development, multiple perspectives, equity, and inclusion. Providing academic rigor in a supportive 
environment, its teachers — 80 percent of whom hold an advanced degree — value and reward 
independent thinking, creativity, and grit. The student-to-faculty ratio is 7:1, which gives teachers the 

Fast Facts

Students Enrolled: 272
Zip Codes Represented: 26
Students of Color: 36%
Student to Faculty Ratio: 7 to 1
Faculty and Staff of Color: 51%
Faculty Holding Advanced Degrees: 74%
Athletic Teams: 8 competitive varsity and junior 
                           varsity teams
Endowment: $2.5 million
Total Financial Aid Awarded for 17-18: $1.4 million
Students Receiving Financial Aid for 17-18: 21%
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opportunity to carefully guide each girl’s academic, personal, and social growth. Twenty percent are 
faculty and staff of color. Eighty percent of faculty have at least 10 years teaching experience and 
100 percent of KPS faculty receive professional development.

The school is committed to its mission to educate students for responsible participation in a global 
community. Kent Place values diversity and seeks to be inclusive and affirming of all the different 
voices and stories at its community’s table. Through the curriculum, conversations, and campus 
climate it strives to be culturally responsive and equitable. At Kent Place, diversity is not a program; 
rather, it is in its fabric.

In March 2016, Kent Place School’s Board of Trustees, along with the Leadership Team, outlined a 
path to propel the school into its next phase of growth. The strategic priorities chart the course for 
the next three to five years as KPS continues to deliver an outstanding education. Learn more about 
the Strategic Plan here.

acaDemicS

In Kent Place learning spaces, expert teachers challenge students to express their ideas and 
stretch their ways of thinking, so their natural curiosity is sustained and becomes a habit for life. The 
curriculum is dynamic, intentional, and collaboratively constructed, offering relevant classes and 
individualized opportunities that enable students to excel in many ways and in all stages of their 
learning. Twelve academic departments form a framework for discussion and inquiry-based classes, 
accented by frequent interdisciplinary connections, from which students gain a depth of knowledge 
and a breadth of skills.

https://www.kentplace.org/page/about/strategic-plan
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Technology is infused throughout the learning environment and is used as an academic tool for 
learning and building community. Every Middle and Upper School student is equipped with a laptop. 
The 1:1 Program integrates the latest digital technologies while teaching critical online safety and 
21st-century communication skills. The Innovation and STEM labs provide space for computer 
science and robotics programs to prepare students to be nimble, adaptable leaders and engineers.

The multipronged Global Learning program, which emphasizes leadership, multicultural competency, 
language proficiency, and global service, truly sets Kent Place apart from its peers. A rigorous Global 
Education curriculum — world geography and cultures, multiple foreign languages, and Hispanic 
and Francophone literature — is joined by travel, global partnerships, exchanges, and community 
service to give students hands-on, real-time experience living, learning, and leading in an increasingly 
interconnected world.

miDDle School

The Middle School years, grades 6–8, are a time of rapid development physically, emotionally, and 
intellectually. At Kent Place, Middle School is a stimulating, supportive space where young girls step 
to the front of the room, dance to center stage, run furiously to the goal line, and stand out in the 
crowd — uniquely happy just being themselves. The school encourages girls’ growth by providing 
support for good decision-making and positive risk-taking, while challenging them to reach beyond 
their comfort zone. The faculty understand Middle School girls and know how to help them rise to the 
next steep academic challenge. The Middle School Advisory Program builds community and offers 
an additional level of mentorship.



The thoughtfully planned curriculum includes extensive courses in English, history, mathematics, 
science, technology, visual and performing arts, health and wellness, and world language (French, 
Spanish, Chinese, and Latin). In addition, the Middle School offers electives in, for example, 3-D 
design, engineering, public speaking, ethics, and robotics. The Director of Studies oversees the 
scope and sequence of all academic subjects.

Students are encouraged to take ownership of their learning. Faculty support the girls’ unique interests 
within the framework of class instruction through assignments that allow for student choice. As part 
of that process, students often pursue academic interests that extend beyond the explicitly stated 
curriculum. A variety of academic contests, literary publications, and performance opportunities are 
also available.

artS anD athleticS

Kent Place offers visual arts, dance, theater, and music instruction in all grades. Central to a Kent Place 
education, students can choose from a broad array of offerings. Learning is enhanced by professional 
performers and artists who come to the school to talk about their work and their insights. Students 
have been selected for state and national choirs, won awards in tri-state competitions for theatrical 
productions, and exhibited visual artwork in museums and galleries at the school and in the greater 
community.

The Kent Place Gallery, located in the Center for Innovation, is open to the public and hosts a number 
of exhibitions by professional artists. These guest artists typically meet with students and teachers to 
discuss the work on display. Student exhibitions also take place throughout the year, giving girls the 
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valuable experience of presenting their work before a larger audience.
Kent Place places a high value on athletics, and gives every girl a chance to challenge herself physically 
while developing leadership and teamwork skills. Comprehensive and challenging physical education 
classes test and improve students’ strength and skills in a variety of activities. Starting in the seventh 
grade, students can participate among 10 interscholastic teams: basketball, cross country, field hockey, 
lacrosse, soccer, softball, swimming, tennis, track and field, and volleyball. To encourage girls to try a 
new sport, teams are open to all.

StuDent life

The Kent Place Honor Code, with its guiding principles of respect, ethical behavior, and good 
judgment, lies at the core of student life. The Ethics Institute at Kent Place School, a first-of-its-
kind program at the primary and secondary school levels, cultivates in every girl a strong sense of 
integrity and a commitment to ethical decision-making. Specific areas of study are Bioethics, Ethical 
Leadership in Business, and Ethics in Action. Workshops, seminars, and lectures are offered; the 
school also hosts an annual Bioethics Symposium and participates in national conferences.

From the first day of the academic year, students, teachers, and coaches forge bonds that endure long 
after graduation. The community is strengthened by deeply valued traditions such as the Opening 
Convocation’s candle-lighting ceremony, Graduation’s Daisy Chain, Global Perspectives Day, Spirit 
Week, Middle School Field Day, and the Science Expo.

Students take part in a variety of clubs, publications, and government, all of which build self-esteem 
and interpersonal and leadership skills. The Middle School has 78 formal leadership positions, and 



among the possibilities are the Creative Writing Club, the Eco-Team, the Harry Potter Club, the Key 
Club, MathCounts, Peer Mediators, and the Tech Club.

Throughout the year, students engage in community service. Opportunities to make a difference 
encourage students to think early, deeply, and often about giving their time and talents to helping 
others. They work at food banks, send care packages to military personnel serving in the Middle 
East, and find ways to cheer up children in hospitals. Every student in the Middle School is involved 
in some type of community service.

camPuS

With a blend of historic Tudor architecture and more-modern facilities, the 26-acre campus is comfortable 
and welcoming with wide open spaces and towering trees that combine a sense of history with growth 
and change.

The Middle School’s campus enjoys state-of-the-art classrooms and university-level science and 
computer labs. It also houses a music center, with multiple practice rooms and classroom space, a 
music library, and a sound studio. Atwood Hall is the main space for academic and social gatherings; 
the Arts Center has a 260-seat theater and a dance studio. The campus also has outdoor spaces for 
alternative classroom learning.

Middle and Upper School girls share a library that features a bright and open study space along with 
online catalogs, research databases, and an outstanding collection of fiction, nonfiction, and periodicals.
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The newest building on campus, the Center for Innovation (CFI), is a learning center focusing on the 
study of STEAM subjects. It is home to innovation labs, a mathematics studio and classrooms, a STEM 
lab, a technology center, a library and information center, a media and production studio, a global-
leadership center, the Kent Place Gallery, and visual arts studios.

With multiple turf playing fields and a wealth of open green space, the campus easily accommodates 
team practices and games. There are also five tennis courts and a field house, which is equipped with 
a gymnasium and weight room.

Summit, new JerSey

A city in Union County in northern New Jersey on the Second Watchung Mountain (hence its name), 
Summit has a population of 21,500. Known for its small-town feel, Summit is a desirable place to 
live with highly regarded schools, good access to highways, and a convenient commute to New York 
City, only 20 miles away. Newark Airport is about 10 miles to the east. In 2015, the New York Times 
called Summit “a place to grow into and stay.”

The town center is charming and walkable, with a village green across the tracks from a busy train 
station with direct service to New York’s Penn Station on the New Jersey Transit. Lined with shops 
and a growing variety of restaurants, Springfield Avenue is the main commercial street. Summit 
Avenue runs north from the center of town; a cluster of apartment buildings is within walking distance 
of the train station, with larger homes farther from the center.
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Although it is easy to head into New York City to enjoy its innumerable attractions, Summit provides 
a fair share of its own. There is a nine-hole municipal golf course, an aquatic center, and community 
programs for residents of all ages. The Summit Playhouse features live dramatic performances; the 
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theater produces plays and holiday specials and has an improv comedy 
program. The Visual Arts Center of New Jersey, on Elm Street, is a professionally recognized regional 
art center with an art school and an exhibition program.

For lovers of the outdoors, horseback riding is available at the Watchung stables, located in the 
Watchung Reservation, a 2,000-acre nature reserve and recreation area. Children and adults may 
enjoy nature in several other parks and at the Reeves-Reed Arboretum.

oPPortunitieS anD challengeS

Kent Place’s next Director of the Middle School will join a strong, committed faculty, staff, and 
Leadership Team who believe passionately in the value of girls education. The school is fully 
enrolled, well resourced, adept at balancing innovation with tradition, and poised to build on the 
recent successes of a capital campaign that funded renovations to the Upper and Middle Schools. 
Under the leadership of Dr. Jennifer Galambos, Kent Place develops “brave and brilliant girls,” and 
also aims to mentor current and future leaders of girls schools. KPS’s next Director of the Middle 
School will relish the opportunity to take the division to its next level of excellence. The Portrait of the 
Kent Place Graduate and the recently completed Strategic Plan provide a strong foundation for the 
next decade of work at the school.

https://www.kentplace.org/page/academics/portrait-of-a-graduate
https://www.kentplace.org/page/academics/portrait-of-a-graduate
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The successful candidate will:

Articulate a shared vision and philosophy for the Middle School and inspire fidelity to that 
vision and philosophy.
Kent Place Middle School teachers experiment with new programs and pedagogy as they prepare 
their students for a rapidly changing world. The next leader will help them assess and prioritize 
initiatives that support the skills, characteristics, and habits of mind Kent Place instills in its girls and 
young women.

Build on the strengths of the excellent Middle School faculty to deliver the best possible 
academic program for Middle School girls. 
The faculty have a passion for educating middle school–aged girls and understand their particular 
needs. With an eye to current research on brain development and best-practice pedagogy, the 
division head will strengthen pedagogy and professional development to sustain the work of a first-
rate faculty as its members encourage the highest levels of academic achievement for the girls.

Champion the Middle School program while working collaboratively with the other division 
heads.
The next director will relish the opportunity to advocate for the Middle School while remaining open 
to and supportive of the specific needs of the other divisions. Possessing a growth mind-set, the 
director will consider how programmatic alignment and cross-divisional collaboration can be improved 
through the wisdom of the group. The director will be a visible presence in the life of the school and 
form strong relationships with students, faculty, staff, and parents.
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Assess how the current schedule optimizes learning for Middle School girls. 
After a yearlong engagement with Independent School Management (ISM), three years ago Kent 
Place forged ahead with a major schedule change. Many aspects of the change have been positive, 
but the work is ongoing and requires continuous evaluation of how the division allocates time to 
deliver academic excellence, at the same time fostering creativity, experimentation, and the social-
emotional health of the girls.

Manage distributed leadership.
The director will support the work of teams and committees within the division by clarifying decision-
making and implementation processes; mentor teachers by delegating responsibilities and providing 
opportunities for leadership and professional growth; and optimize communication systems to clarify 
roles and responsibilities.

characteriSticS of the next Director of the miDDle School

The successful candidate will:

Champion girls education.
Fluent with current research and passionate about the advantages of single-sex education, the 
director will appreciate opportunities to convey this message to prospective parents, educators, and 
broader communities.

Partner with and advise parents as they navigate the vicissitudes of the Middle School years.
Kent Place parents, a sophisticated group, seek guidance from the division director as their girls 
navigate the adolescent years. The director will provide clear guidance to help parents understand 
what is normal and developmentally appropriate, what behavior may require more attention, and 
how to put in place appropriate support when necessary.

Establish a strong and nurturing presence while setting high expectations for behavior and 
academic achievement. 
The next director will be approachable, personable, and interested in the development of each of the 
girls. She or he will be able to set clear expectations and encourage each girl to learn from missteps, 
uphold community standards, and achieve her highest academic goals.

Communicate frequently and effectively about the goals and accomplishments of the Middle 
School. 
A strong public speaker and writer, the director will ensure that all constituents are well informed 
about essential information, progress toward goals, and notable achievements.
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to aPPly

Interested and qualified candidates should submit electronically in one e-mail and as separate 
documents (preferably PDFs) the following materials:
 
• A cover letter expressing interest in this particular position
• A current résumé
• A one-page statement of educational philosophy and practice
• A list of five professional references with name, phone number, and e-mail address of each 

(references will not be contacted without the candidate’s permission) to:

John Faubert
Senior Consultant
john.faubert@carneysandoe.com

Karen Whitaker
Search Consultant
Karen.whitaker@carneysandoe.com

Diana Zito
Assisting John Faubert and Karen Whitaker
diana.zito@carneysandoe.com


